Outmoded attitudes toward organ donation among Turkish health care professionals.
Our goal was to investigate the attitudes toward and information regarding organ donation possessed by assistant and intern doctors and nurses. A total of 70.4% of assistant doctors, 52.9% of nurses, and 94.3% of interns participated in this descriptive study. Participants were interviewed fact-to-face to ask questions investigating profession; gender; age; whether they had donated organs; if so, which organ(s); if not, which organ(s) they would consider donating; if they would not consider such donation the reason why; whether they would donated another person's organs in the event of the death of a relative; and what their thoughts would be if they themselves required an organ transplant. Ten (2.2%) individuals had donated organs by applying to an official health institution. Of those participants who had not yet donated organs, the main reason cited for this were lack of information regarding the donation process (28.7%), concerns about the sale of organs (22.1%), and Islamic religious beliefs (21.6%). In the event that they themselves required an organ transplant, 59.8% replied that they "would wish an organ transplant to be performed," and 57.6% of those asked whether they would donate the organs of a deceased relative replied that they would not. The low level of donation among health care professionals, who should be in the forefront of organ transplantation, and the predominance of ethical and religious reasons for not donating, are incompatible with the present state of medicine.